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MARCH 16, 1928 


To F. P. A. MEMBERS: 


The inside news on the Havana Conference 
—would you like to hear it? Then come to the 
April 14 luncheon at the Hotel Astor, New 
York, at 12:45, or to the meeting at 1:45, and 
hear the story from your official observer, Ray- 
mond Leslie Buell. This is an annual meeting, 
for members only. No press reporting. No 
broadcasting. 


THE LEAGUE WEATHERS A STORM 


-¥~HE Forty-Ninth Session of the League 

Council was held in Geneva, March 
5 to 10. The demand of the Little Entente 
Powers for an investigation of the St. 
Gotthard arms smuggling affair resulted 
in the appointment of a committee of 
three to consider the documentary evi- 
dence and report to the Council at its 
June session. Two months and a half 
have elapsed since the arms were dis- 
covered and it seems improbable that the 
committee will be able to do much. How- 
ever, the Council’s right of investigation 
of the disarmament of former enemy 
states seems to have been upheld and 
French opinion appears tolerably well 
satisfied. 


The long mooted question of expropria- 
tion of Hungarian land-owners in Tran- 
sylvania once more occupied the Council. 
After a stormy, and according to some 
accounts, lachrymose session, the Council 
recommended that two neutral members 
be appointed to the Hungaro-Rumanian 
Mixed Arbitral Tribunal and the dispute 
be referred to the latter body for settle- 
ment. Hungary accepted without reserva- 
tions; Rumania made certain unaccept- 
able reservations and was given until June 
to think it over, when the Council will 
again consider the question. It appears 
from the press dispatches that the pro- 
posed solution upholds in some measure 
the major Hungarian contentions. 


The Council decided that Geneva will 
remain the seat of the League; appeals 
were sent to Spain and Brazil to recon- 
sider their withdrawal from the League; 
and at the request of the Soviet Govern- 
ment the Council invited Turkey to sit 
on the Preparatory Disarmament Com- 


mission. It has accepted. Discussion of 
a proposed League loan for Portugal was 
postponed and certain conditions outlined 
which the Portuguese Government has 
since officially refused, stating that it has 
resumed its liberty of action in the matter. 


M. S. W. 
Whose Gold? 


N February 21, $5,201,000 in gold ar- 

rived in New York from the State 
Bank of the U. S. S. R., Moscow, one-half 
being consigned to the Chase National 
Bank and one-half to the Equitable Trust 
Company, presumably to facilitate trade. 
Foreign gold imported into the United 
States cannot become a basis of credit un- 
til assayed by the United States mint. An 
embargo having been placed on Russian 
gold by the State Department in 1920, on 
the ground that title could not be clearly 
established, the question immediately 
arose whether the present shipment would 
be accepted for assay. 

After consulting the State Department, 
which stated that the purchase of Russian 
gold would not violate government policy, 
the Treasury Department ruled on March 
6 that in accordance with the statutes of 
the United States the gold would be ac- 
cepted for assay only if the two New York 
banks would present it as owners. The 
banks replied that they were acting not 
as owners but only as agents for the 
Soviet State Bank. The Treasury has 
consequently refused to assay the gold. 

Meanwhile, on March 9, the Bank of 
France filed a suit in a federal court to 
obtain possession of the gold on the ground 
that the Soviet Government had seized and 
failed to return gold to the value of 52,- 


000,000 francs which the Bark of France 
had on deposit in Petrograd in the Im- 
perial Bank of Russia. This decision may 
involve the validity of acts of unrecognized 
governments. N. B. 


Treaty Patching 


OLLOWING ratification by the Senate 

of the arbitration treaty with France 
last week, the State Department, on 
March 7, made public an exchange of 
notes with France, explaining that the 
new treaty does not affect, in any way, 
the force of the Bryan Conciliation treaty, 
which was adopted in 1914, and which 
remains in force until denounced. 


The explanation was made necessary by 
the fact that the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, in considering the new treaty, 
felt that the four reservations iitended 
to apply to the arbitration provisions 
might also be interpreted to cut down the 
jurisdiction of the Bryan Commission. 


A series of new arbitration treaties, 
similar to that concluded with France, are 
now under negotiation with Great Britain, 
Japan, Norway, Italy, Germany and Spain. 
In the case of Great Britain, Japan, Nor- 
way and Spain, these treaties will replace 
the existing Root treaties. The United 
States has never had an arbitration or a 
Bryan Commission treaty with Germany 
and the Root treaty with Italy expired 
several years ago. W. T. S. 


Unrest in the Desert 


USPENSE still characterizes the situ- 
ation on the northern boundaries of 
Ibn Saoud’s Arab dominions. It is not 
yet certain whether the warlike tribesmen 
of Nejd will attack the British troops and 
air squadrons now patrolling the borders 
of Kuweit and the mandated territories 
of Transjordan and Iraq. 


Successive raids during the last four 
months into Iraq, Kuweit and Transjor- 
dan have been in violation of the three 
recent Anglo-Arab treaties. It is worthy 
of note that no attempt has been made to 
refer the question of these raids to the 
mixed boundary tribunals provided in the 
Hadda and Bahra agreements of 1925, 
whose function it was to have been to 
settle responsibility in cases of border 
raids and turn offenders over to their 
own government for punishment. Great 
Britain in this instance has not been sure 
of Ibn Saoud’s power to punish his high- 
spirited retainers. Artificial post-war 
boundaries, dividing well from well in the 
north Arabian desert, have been a con- 
tinual irritation to these border tribes, 
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accustomed from time immemorial to 
seeking whatever watering-places drought 
or expediency suggested. It was resent- 
ment against these boundaries that caused 
the first of the series of recent Wahhabi 
raids to be directed against a police post 
in southern Iraq (November, 1927). 


The repeated failure of the British to 
intercept the raiders has caused a sudden 
upflaring of puritan Wahhabi ambition 
to discipline the latitudinarian Moslem 
sects of the north, and at the same time 
has revived pan-Arab hopes of establish- 
ing a great Arab confederacy stretching 
from the Gulf of Aden to the Turkish 
boundary. 


Hard upon the heels of a report that 
Italy has forced Albania to withdraw its 
appeal to the League of Nations for 
famine relief comes the news that Jugo- 
slavia is preparing to establish a modern 
port anu naval base at Cattaro, not far 
from Ali:ania’s northern boundary. This 
most recent development in the Jugoslav- 
Italian contest for control of the Adriatic 
is made possible by the signing of an 
agreement for a loan of $250,000,000 by 
an Anglo-American consortium.  Inas- 
much as revenues from the customs and 
certain Government monopolies are of- 
fered as security for this loan, the Finance 
Minister’s arrangements still have to be 
ratified by the Skupshtina. 


E. P. M. 


South America Looks at the United States, by 
Clarence H. Haring. New York, Macmillan, 
1928. 

The result of a year’s residence and travel in 
South America, under the auspices of the Bureau 
of International Research of Harvard University 
and Radcliffe College, brought together in an 
interesting volume. 


Documents of Russian History, 1914-1917, by 
Frank Alfred Golder. New York, Century, 
1927. (The Century Historical Series). 

A translation, with notes and comments, of 
official documents, speeches, and extracts from 
letters and diaries. It is the first volume of an 
investigation carried on under the auspices of 
Stanford University to discover what contribu- 
tion, if any, Bolshevism has made to civilization. 


The Russian Land, by Albert Rhys Williams. 
New York, New Republic, Inc., 1927. 
Impressions of Russia by one who has spent 

years there. 


The Americans in Santo Domingo, by M. M. 
Knight. New York, Vanguard Press, 1928. 
The first of the “Studies in American Im- 

perialism” series. Well-documented, but rather 

badly arranged. 
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